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The country is witnessing the complete failure of democratic institutions today as never before. The country is passing through the general elections of 2024 and even during the process of these elections we are witnessing a completely unabashed and biased administration and system acting in favour of the ruling party and its leaders. The Election Commission of India has become the ‘parrot’ of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), as the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) was once described by the Supreme Court of India. It was expected to behave exactly that way when the two committed Election Commissioners were appointed in a hurridly convened meeting of the Selection Panel by the government on 14th March 2024, to preempt any intervention by the Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court headed by the Chief Justice of India which was to hear a case on 15th March 2024 regarding the validity of the Selection Panel itself which was constituted by the Modi government to include the Prime Minister himself, a cabinet Minister appointed by him and the Leader of the Opposition, turning down an earlier direction of the Supreme Court itself to include the Chief Justice of India along with the PM and the Leader of Opposition. The approval of the Parliament was obtained by the government for the constitution of the new Selection Panel to give the government a two to one majority to thwart the direction of the Supreme Court of having an unbiased and fair Selection Panel, which was the intention of the SC in its earlier direction. The intention of the Modi government in the whole appointment process was cristal clear to everyone including the Constituion Bench of the Supreme Court which was to hear the case on 15th March 2024. Yet the SC adjourned the hearing in the case to August 2024, much after the election process would be completed on 4th June with the declaration of the election results, although the Supreme Court has the authority to review even the legislations passed by the Parliament. It could have declared the appointment of the two ECs and the constitution of the Selection Panel as invalid, but it did not do so. It was a grave error of the Supreme Court as the later events show that the whole Election Commission is acting in a highly biased manner, seemingly on the directions of the Prime Minister.

Mr. Modi, and the BJP’s other top two-three leaders have been openly flouting the moral code of conduct because they know that the government’s new ‘parrot’, the Election Commission, cannot act against the PM and the BJP. It has been more than apparent as the EC has not even opened its mouth against the highly communal and divisive election campaign utterances by the Prime Minister himself though it has been quick to act against all the opposition leaders. The naked dance of the biased administration and the Election Commission was particularly witnessed on 14th of May, the last day of filing the nominations in Varanasi where the prospective candidates  who wished to contest the election against the Prime Minister were not even allowed by the police administration to enter the gates of the office of the returning officer, and all their complaints against the highhandedness of the authorities to the Election Commission fell on its wantonly deaf ears. Even out of the 117 people who could file their papers, 99 were rejected. The people’s fundamental right to contest election was trodden under feet by the administration and the election officers. Everything was captured by the cameras of the media and shown on TVs, yet there is no action from the Election Commission. Even Devendra Pandey, the All-India General Secretary of the Hindu Mahasabha, once a staunch supporter of the BJP, who witnessed the whole drama, appeared on the TV in the evening and was highly critical not only of the police and the Election Commission but also of the Prime Minister, on whose directions, he claimed, all this was happening. Can the Supreme Court escape the ultimate responsibility of all this? Had it ensured a neutral Election Commission through its timely and urgent action, instead of deferring the hearing and decision in the matter to a future date, this gross injustice with the prospective candidates would not have taken place.

During the 4th phase of the elections, a woman candidate of the BJP was shown on the TV checking the identity cards of the voters and asking Muslim women to remove their veils and show their faces to her; at another place in an earlier phase police officials were shown doing the same, a responsibility assigned to the polling officials only, with Muslim voters and turning away many of them and not letting them vote. In one incident a woman polling official alleged to have shouted slogans in favour of the BJP inside the polling booth, was seen begging the complainant not to report the matter to the higher officials. There is no report of any action in these incidents, obviously because in all of them it is the BJP which is the beneficiary. In yet another incident, a man shouting on the TV screen complained that he had voted for the cycle symbol, but the VVPAT showed the symbol of lotus. How can such election through the EVMs be considered as fair? And yet a decision of a SC bench did not order the counting of all VVPATs and matching them with the numbers of the voting machines. If the credibility of the whole election machinery and the process is in question, how can democracy be safe in the country? Having faith in the technology is O.K., but does not-ordering the counting of VVPATs, not amount to blocking of transparency in the process of elections by none other than the Supreme Court itself? Is it not the responsbility of the ultimate saviour of our Constitution and the Fundamental Rights of the people to protect the faith of the people in the process of elections to be free and fair, and to be seen and perceived to be so? 
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