
V.M.Tarkunde Memorial Lecture:
Free civil services from Netas’ control:  Hegde
          Making a strong case to free the civil services from the control of ministers and political masters, former Supreme Court judge Santosh Hegde has called it one of the keys to good governance, a fundamental requirement for the democracy.
Delivering the ‘Seventh Tarkunde Memorial Lecture- 2013’ on Friday,the 22nd November, 2013 at New Delhi ‘Is good governance a  fundamental requirement of good  democracy?’ the former Karnataka Lokayukta said that the dominance of civil service by political masters was not resisted and sometimes both seemed to be like ‘conjoined twins’ to satiate ‘collective greed’.
 He quoted  from a Constituent Assembly speech  made  by its member  Mr. Brijeshwar Prasad that “….The independence of the bureaucracy from the control of the Ministers is as important, if not more, than the independence of the judiciary from executive interference ……The foundations of our national life can be secured if the public servants are assured of their security, if they get the conviction that there will be no ministerial interference.”
He further  said, “The power of dismissal removal or reduction in the tenure of civil servants should not rest in the hands of the ministers…all civil servants should be under the Union Public Service Commission and the State Public Service Commissions.”
Naming the exponentially rising amounts of the various scams from the Jeep scam right after independence to the Commonwealth Games scam, he said: “The existence of corruption, per se, isn’t the problem but the growing amounts involved in corruption is.”
While eliminating corruption is not easy since it has existed since human civilization began, Hegde said (nevertheless) it is something “that can be controlled.”
Governance comprises three components – process, content and deliverance – and “these conditions have to be fulfilled for good governance”, he added.
Justice Hegde said that good governance implies an administration that is sensitive and responsive to the needs of the people and is effective in copying with emerging challenges in society by framing and implementing appropriate laws and measures.  It includes strict rules of  accountability…..In democracy many changes can be achieved if people fight for it collectively and good governance is the fundamental right of the people. Democracy does not mean that majoritarian will should lead to the cruel repression of minorities as was witnessed in Nazi Germany prior to the genocide.
Speaking at the session, former Attorney General and well known jurist Soli Sorabjee, who presided,  stressed upon the importance of accountability for the rule of law to function properly and how corruption in fact boils down to being a violation of human rights.
Sh. Ashok Desai, former Solicitor General, while giving vote of thanks, remarked that  corruption has become so rampant  that an ordinary person finds it  very difficult to survive  without  resorting to corrupt means in certain situations.
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