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The long drawn Parliamentary elections in India are over and with the declaration of results on 4th June 23024, in which the National Democratic Alliance (NDA) led by the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has won 293 seats, 21 seats more than the simple majority mark of 272, and Narendra Modi is set to become the Prime Minister for the third consequtive term. The BJP, however, against the tall claims of Modi and Amit Shah of getting more than 370 seats for the party, has been reduced to a mere 240, loosing 63 seats it held earlier, though with its pre-poll alliance partners Chandrababu Naidu’s Telugu Desham Party, which has won 16 seats and Nitish Kumar’s Janata Dal (United), which has won 12 seats, the BJP has got a workable majority to rule the country. However, in Uttar Pradesh the BJP got a drubbing not getting even 50% seats there where it made tall claims of getting all the 80 seats, even losing the prestigeous Ayodhya seat, that too after the pranpratishtha ceremony in the Ram Temple on 22nd January on the basis of which it hoped to reach 400 seats.

The combined opposition INDIA block got a good success not only in UP but also in Tamil Nadu, Rajasthan, Kerala, Maharashtra and West Bengal but it still fell short of the majority mark of 272 by 38 seats. On the basis of the 293 seats, the NDA got the mandate to form the government, but the difficulties the BJP, and particularly Mr. Modi, are going to face in future cannot be undermined. At the same time, though unable to attain the coveted opportunity to form the government at the centre, the achievements of the INDIA block are not small.

Mr. Modi, who has never faced the prospect of running a minority government dependent on other coalition parties of different ideologies, faces an uphill task of running that government. During the last ten years of his rule, Modi’s BJP had a majority of its own and the NDA partners lent it an additional support. So, he could indulge in authoritarian postures to the extent of declararing himself not a biogogical person but an incarnation of God, many leaders of the BJP and the whole mainstream godi-Modi media endorsing his claim and lying prostrate at his feet because nobody among them had the audacity even to think of questioning that claim. He could easily and openly indulge in hate speech in his poll campaigns talking of fish, mangal sutra, houses and milch animals being taken away from them to be given to the infiltrators with many children, meaning thereby Muslims, if the opposition came to power. He could do it without any fear because he had the lap-dog media and an army of cowardly BJP leaders, who could not even think beyound what he said, just backing him. He could also take for granted the spineless Election Commission of Modi because the Election Commissioners appointed by him could not but ignore his poll campaign hate speeches, misuse of religion for electoral benefits and other violations of moral code of conduct.

This election has made it evident that the BJP cannot attain a majority in the Lok Sabha on its own on the basis of it’s the percentage of votes it normally gets. In 2014 it got a majority as a result of the anti-corruption sentiment aroused by the movement led by Anna Hazare against the Congress, supported on the one hand by Arvind Kejriwal and his associates and the RSS and the BJP on the other. In 2019 Modi was able to increase his tally riding on the wave of the strong nationalist sentiment aroused against the Pulwama terrorist attack in which 44 of our soldiers died and politically expoloited by him for his electoral benefits, although later it became evident by the exposures made by Satya Pal Malik, the then Governor of Jammu and Kashmir, that Mr. Modi, Amit Shah and the Prime Minister’s Office and the Home Ministry were directly responsible for the gruesome killing of our brave soldiers as they did not respond to the demand of five aeroplanes made by the army several months in advance for airlifting those soldiers. 

Because of his dependence on the TDP and the JD (U) to continue to fulfill his lust for power, Narendra Modi may not be able to afford the kind of arrogance that he has been indulging in with impunity. His big-brotherly role has been reduced now by his smaller partners, mainly the JD (U) and the TDP, who are known to be hard bargainers. If he bows to their demands of cabinet berths, special status and more finance to their respectives states of Bihar and Andhra Pradesh, and many more, they will ride on his shoulders. If he does not do so, they will have the option of shifting their support to the INDIA alliance, which will be more compatible to them considering their ideological similarity. As such they are the biggest gainers in the NDA along with some still smaller partners, of course, and the BJP and Modi are the smaller gainers because of the constraints this gain has come with. He will no more be able to push his divisive communal agenda the way he has been doing during the last ten years as both Nitish Kumar and Chandrababu Naidu have a secular outlook and inclusive approach and do not consider the Muslim community as the enemies of the country. Both of them appreciate their role in the independence movement and the development of the country in the post independence India. How Narendra Modi, who has been nurtured in the strong anti-Muslim and pro-Hindutva RSS ideology, will cope up with their ideology is difficult to imagine. What Narendra Modi will do when Nitish Kumar demands a caste census in the country will be interesting to watch.

What the INDIA alliance has succeeded in achieving is that the Narendra Modi government has been bridled now and will not be able to push for constitutional admendment to abolish reservation for the SC/STs as many of its MPs were clamouring for, obviously on the instructions of the higher leadership, if they succeeded in getting 400 seats. Even before the formation of the government headline of a newspaper dated 7th June says: New govt. should review Agnipath scheme: JD (U); which the Modi government had earlier ruled out completely. Democracy in the country has also been saved now. Presumably, the Modi government will not be able to misuse ED, ITD and CBI against leaderes of the opposition now as the junior alliance partners of the government will not allow it to do so, particularly the JD (U), as it has to face a poll for the state assembly soon where the Chief Ministership of Nitish Kumar will be at stake. The farmers will not be dealt with in the manner they were on two occasions earlier. Rather they may hope for the legal guarantee of Minimum Support Price (MSP) for their produce, their longstanding demand.
The loss of the INDIA alliance in not getting a majority in the Lok Sabha will, however, continue to impact the unemployed youth and health and education may continue to suffer along with high prices of essential commodities as the alliance partners may not be able to push the government away from the influence of the big industrialists like Adani and Ambani. The labour class is likely to continue to suffer as the Modi government is likely to pursue its neo-liberal and anti-poor policies. Retired and retiring government servants may not be able to see the revival of the old pension scheme. As such the INDIA alliance will have a greater role as the watchdog of the interests of the poor, the minorities, the unemployed, the farmers and workers and the small business class as well as the middle class people. It will be expected to act as a balancing as well as a restraining force on the government. If it does so in earnest, it will have fulfilled its assigned role.
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