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The impact of Hindutva’s divisive politics is not limited to India. The RSS has spread its network abroad as well, especially in countries where there is a large Indian diaspora. Outwardly, these overseas organizations wear the mask of cultural and service activities, but their real objective is to spread Hindutva among diaspora communities, raise funds for India, and push a communal agenda on foreign soil. In the United States, the United Kingdom, Canada and other Western countries they have tried to build influence within local power structures and create an atmosphere of hatred against Muslims, Sikhs, Dalits, Christians and people of Kashmiri origin. In this part, we will take the United States as an example to see how Sangh Parivar organizations work abroad and how they are putting the secular fabric there at risk.

Major RSS-linked organizations abroad

Formally, the RSS claims to limit itself to India, but it has built an entire chain of ideologically aligned organizations overseas. In the United States, several such front organizations are active and are collectively referred to as the “American Sangh.” Some key names are:

 • Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh (HSS) – This is the international wing of the RSS, which runs shakhas (branches) abroad. HSS began its work in the United States in the 1970s and today it has hundreds of branches in more than 30 states. It is engaged in spreading RSS ideology and organizing diaspora Hindus.

 • Vishwa Hindu Parishad of America (VHPA) – The American version of the RSS religious front VHP. It was founded in 1970 by RSS pracharak Mahesh Mehta on the instructions of Golwalkar. VHPA builds networks among Hindu temples and communities in America and raises funds for Hindutva projects in India.

 • Seva International USA – This is the foreign arm of the RSS-linked Seva Bharati. The name is “Seva” (service), but its funds flow into the social and political work of the Sangh in India. Its history includes raising funds in the name of disaster relief and then using them for Hindutva projects.

 • Overseas Friends of BJP (OFBJP) – The overseas support organization of the BJP, which does political lobbying abroad. In the United States, OFBJP organizes many events to influence local politicians in favor of India’s ruling party.

 • Hindu American Foundation (HAF) – It presents itself as a human rights and advocacy group, but many analysts consider it an RSS front. HAF tries to promote the narrative in American media and politics that Hindutva equals Hinduism and that criticism of Hindutva is “Hinduphobia.” Behind the scenes, it runs campaigns to discredit opponents of the Indian government and the Sangh, including human rights activists and minorities.

 • Hindu Education Foundation, Vedic Foundation, etc. – These organizations work specifically to influence curricula in the education sector. They have run campaigns to change school textbooks in line with Hindutva interpretations.

Apart from these, there are many other organizations such as India Development and Relief Fund (IDRF), Ekal Vidyalaya Foundation, Hindu Students Council (HSC), Hindu Yuva, and so on, which have been found to be directly or indirectly linked to the RSS. A research report from Rutgers University listed dozens of such organizations in the United States that are connected to the RSS or Hindutva. Some of them describe themselves as cultural or charitable bodies, others speak the language of local Hindu rights. However, if one analyzes their functioning and programs, it becomes clear that together they promote a radicalized mindset among diaspora Indians and build a support base for the ruling Hindutva party in India, the BJP.

Lobbying, funding and activities against religious pluralism in America

Lobbying (influence building) and funding are the central pillars of the overseas Hindutva project. These organizations woo influential political figures and institutions in the United States and act as pressure groups to shape opinions in favor of the present Indian government and the Sangh. For example, when some US lawmakers raised their voices against India’s controversial moves (such as the abrogation of Article 370 in Kashmir, the Citizenship Amendment Act or CAA, etc.), organizations like HAF and OFBJP launched loud campaigns to accuse them of spreading misinformation or to discredit them. Their tactics include holding events on Capitol Hill, trying to block resolutions in Congress and targeting critics by labeling them “anti India.”

On the question of funding, large sums of money are sent to India by stoking religious and nationalist feelings among diaspora Hindus. Under the directions of the RSS World Department, many tax exempt charities are registered in the United States to collect donations. Organizations such as Seva International, IDRF, Ekal Vidyalaya raise money in America in the name of charity, and that money is then used for Sangh-linked projects in India, such as education centers, ghar wapsi campaigns, cow shelters and so on. One investigation found that Saumitra Gokhale served on the advisory board of Seva International USA. He is actually the World Department Coordinator of the RSS. Similarly, the founders of VHPA and the Hindu University of America have been RSS pracharaks. It is clear that raising funds abroad to nourish the Hindu Rashtra project in India is a crucial mission for these organizations.

These activities have a direct impact on American pluralism. The report “Hindutva in America: A Threat to Equality and Religious Pluralism” by the Center for Security, Race and Rights (CSRR) at Rutgers University states that Hindutva activists are weakening the pluralist structure of the United States and spreading hatred against Muslims, Sikhs and other minorities. The report specifically names HSS, VHPA, OFBJP, Seva International, IDRF, Hindu Students Council, Hindu Yuva and others as organizations linked to the RSS that are propagating the same divisive ideology in the United States. These groups frequently invite local politicians to India, present them with a one sided picture and, in return, seek recognition for their agenda on American soil.

Challenging religious freedom and diversity is also part of their agenda. They incite hostility against churches and mosques in the United States, spread anti Muslim propaganda on social media and portray Sikhs as Khalistani terrorists. Through such tactics, diaspora Hindutva groups try to create the same climate abroad that they seek in India. Whenever organizations such as the Indian American Muslim Council (IAMC) raise issues of human rights violations in India, the Hindutva lobby swings into action to malign them. Many Indian Muslims who have lived in the United States for decades say that “the hatred from India has now reached our backyards in America.” In 2022, during the India Independence Day parade in Edison, New Jersey, a bulldozer carrying a picture of Yogi Adityanath and a banner reading “Baba Bulldozer” was displayed. The bulldozer has become a symbol in India for demolishing the homes of Muslims. This spectacle on US soil clearly signaled that diaspora Hindutva supporters wanted to celebrate anti Muslim politics from India. American Muslim organizations strongly objected, saying it was extremely dangerous to import Indian political hatred into a community celebration. Later it emerged that OFBJP, HSS and VHPA were among the groups involved in organizing that parade. Incidents like this show that Hindutva networks use cultural events as a cover to spread messages of hate and to divide diaspora communities.

Interference in the US education system and curricula

The Hindutva network has also targeted the American education system. Its aim is to shape school textbooks and university syllabi on India and South Asia according to its own preferences. In particular, it wants a Hindu nationalist interpretation of Indian history to be taught, so that caste oppression, the contributions of minorities and episodes of communal violence are either excluded or presented in a distorted manner.

During the review of school history textbooks in California in 2005–06, the Hindu American Foundation (HAF) and two other organizations (HEF and the Vedic Foundation) lobbied aggressively for changes. They demanded that ancient India be glorified as “Vedic Hindu civilization,” that the term “South Asia” not be used in place of “India” and that Hinduism not be linked to caste or gender discrimination. They wanted textbooks to portray Hinduism as a unified, entirely tolerant faith with no internal injustices. These groups also argued that, in relation to Hinduism, phrases like “polytheism” or “tolerance toward non believers” should remain, but references to caste oppression or the low status of women should be removed.

Many respected historians and Sanskrit scholars opposed this interference. Led by Professor Michael Witzel, about fifty scholars wrote to the education board warning that these changes were not scholarly but driven by a Hindutva political agenda. The letter stated clearly that Hindu nationalists were “tampering with history in order to impose their preferred image,” an effort that lacked any scientific or historical basis.

In addition, Hindutva groups also interfere in American universities. They monitor South Asian studies programs and academics who criticize Hindutva are subjected to online trolling and complaint campaigns. For example, Rutgers University professor Audrey Truschke was branded “anti Hindu” simply because she researches Mughal history. Hindutva networks have built a false narrative of “Hinduphobia” on US campuses in order to pressure university administrations. When the academic conference “Dismantling Global Hindutva” was organized in several US universities in September 2021, Sangh supporters across the world reacted with intense hostility, sent threats to speakers and bombarded universities with letters demanding that the event be cancelled. This uproar was an attempt to block criticism of Hindutva ideology by misrepresenting it as an attack on Hinduism and thereby curbing academic freedom.

Student organizations such as the Hindu Students Council (HSC) are active on many campuses. They may appear to be cultural clubs, but they keep an eye on professors and disseminate Sangh friendly ideas. In short, the Hindutva network wants to turn the academic sphere in America into a political battleground where history and the social sciences are taught not on the basis of evidence but through a religious nationalist lens. This trend is threatening the impartiality of the US education system and is creating rifts even among Indian diaspora students.

Promotion of hate and the Hindutva agenda under cover of cultural events

Just as the Sangh in India works under the image of a cultural organization, these groups abroad also rely heavily on religious and cultural festivals as cover. On stage, they organize temple ceremonies, yoga camps, cultural fundraisers, Independence Day parades and so on. However, they use these platforms to push their hardline agenda. India Day parades in American cities provide a vivid example.

In Edison, New Jersey in August 2022, during the India Independence Day parade, the organizers included a yellow bulldozer in the procession with a photo of Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath and the slogan “Baba Bulldozer” in Hindi. In recent years, the bulldozer has become notorious in India because governments in BJP ruled states have used it to demolish the homes of alleged offenders, especially Muslims. In this context, the bulldozer appearing on US streets clearly showed that diaspora Hindutva supporters wanted to celebrate India’s anti Muslim politics. Indian Muslims and others present at the parade were deeply angered. The president of the Indian American Muslim Council said, “We are hurt to see that hatred from India has reached America and is now visible in our neighborhoods.” The organizer group, the Indian Business Association, later had to apologize and admit that bringing the bulldozer was a divisive act.

Investigations revealed that Overseas Friends of BJP, Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh and Vishwa Hindu Parishad of America were directly or indirectly involved in that parade. BJP national spokesperson Sambit Patra was invited as a special guest. It is obvious that such events, which appear cultural from the outside, serve as instruments of political propaganda and power projection. Through these diaspora platforms, the Hindutva network also signals to American politicians that large numbers of Hindu voters stand with them, which it then tries to convert into political leverage.

Even in religious gatherings this network does not refrain from sowing seeds of hatred. A few years ago, at a large Hindu conference in Texas, speakers linked to the RSS openly spewed venom against alleged conversion activities by Christians and Muslims in India and appealed to diaspora Hindus for money and support to “defend their religion.” In temple based lecture series, they selectively invite those sadhus and saints who support Hindutva ideology. For instance, in 2019, a controversial saffron clad preacher visiting the United States addressed temple gatherings where he described Muslims as evil and endorsed “ghar wapsi” (forced reconversion) campaigns in India, prompting strong objections from local community groups.

Moreover, Indian fairs and music and dance programs have also seen growing Hindutva influence. At some such events, stalls glorifying Nathuram Godse have appeared, or one sided propaganda pamphlets on Kashmir have been distributed. At the World Hindu Congress in Chicago in 2021, Dalit rights activists were denied entry and when they attempted a peaceful protest they were attacked. This incident shows how these groups suppress dissent even on cultural stages. In other words, the label is “culture,” but the work is purely political.

Links with American far right racist networks

It may be surprising, but it is true that abroad these Hindutva organizations have built ties with white supremacist far right groups. In the current period, far right forces across the world are forging mutual alliances and they see the RSS as a natural ally. The RSS and BJP leadership themselves seek a large role within international conservatism. RSS leader Ram Madhav wrote in an article that “India should lead the global conservative movement.”

In 2023, at the well known National Conservatism (NatCon) conference in Washington DC, two Indian Hindutva leaders, Ram Madhav (member of the RSS national executive) and Swapan Dasgupta (BJP leader), were invited as keynote speakers for the first time. On this platform they boasted about defeating the supposed “radical Islamist leftist nexus” in India and narrated the story of Hindutva’s “success.” The conference featured US white nationalists and Christian fundamentalists such as Steve Bannon and Stephen Miller. There, Steve Bannon (former Trump strategist) praised Narendra Modi and said that Modi is “Trump before Trump.” The presence of Hindutva leaders was warmly welcomed on this far right stage and presented as part of a global right wing alliance.

This alliance is not limited to conferences. In recent years, supporters of Hindutva have also been visible in American far right movements. On 6 January 2021, when a violent mob of Trump supporters stormed the Capitol in Washington, some Indian origin extremists were part of the crowd. They carried saffron flags during the riot, as if to signal that Hindutva stands shoulder to shoulder with the American ultra right. Similarly, Hindutva linked leaders also took part in the campaign to overturn affirmative action in the United States. In the legal crusade led by the well known right wing activist Edward Blum against affirmative action in higher education, some leaders of the “American Sangh” (Hindu Sangh) cooperated. Later, when the Trump administration appointed certain right wing Hindus to important advisory councils, such as Chandru Acharya to a faith advisory council, it came to light that they too had links with Hindutva groups.

These developments have alarmed US human rights organizations. According to a report by Political Research Associates, the Hindu supremacist network known as the “American Sangh” has positioned itself within the American right as a representative of religious minorities. It joins the US far right in campaigns around Islamophobia and, in return, borrows Muslim bashing and anti refugee narratives from them in order to sharpen its own strategies.

Another revealing aspect is the rise of political action committees such as the Republican Hindu Coalition, which directly represent Hindutva voices in US electoral politics. In 2016, Donald Trump appealed to Indian Americans in a rally by saying in Hindi, “Ab ki baar Trump sarkar,” and behind this gimmick were BJP and Sangh supporters like Shalabh Kumar. Today, the diaspora Hindutva lobby supports core American right wing agendas such as gun rights, Christian nationalism and anti LGBT policies, while those same right wing forces help create a favorable climate for Modi’s government in India. This is a mutually beneficial alliance where Hindutva gains a powerful racist partner in the United States and the American far right gains an influential ally in a large country like India.

The consequences can be grave. If majoritarianism and racist hatred begin to gain legitimacy in both a multiethnic democracy like the United States and a multi religious democracy like India, the social fabric in both societies can be torn apart. Recognizing this danger, many progressive Hindu American, Muslim, Sikh and Dalit organizations are working together to oppose this alliance and to spread awareness.

Conclusion

The activities of the RSS and Hindutva networks overseas make it clear that their goal is to spread their narrow ideology across the world. The United States is the biggest example, where these networks are using money, propaganda and political access to promote Hindutva on the global stage. As a result, communal tensions are rising within diaspora communities and there is growing, harmful interference in the internal affairs of countries like the United States, including in areas such as education policy and human rights discourse. This international arm of Hindutva is forming a dangerous alliance with local far right forces whose agenda is to weaken the values of pluralism worldwide.

In such a situation, it is essential that peace loving and democratic people across the globe recognize this challenge. Diaspora Indian communities too must understand that organizations spreading hatred in the name of Hindutva are in fact tarnishing India’s image at the international level. India’s Constitution and civilizational ethos both rest on taking everyone along, not on the dominance of any one religion or race. The overseas activities of the RSS run directly counter to these inclusive ideals of India. Therefore, whether in India or abroad, opposing Hindutva fascism is necessary in the interest of humanity, democracy and global peace. The international community must understand the true nature of these organizations and expose and neutralize them wherever they attempt to spread hatred. Only then can we imagine a world where communal harmony and respect for diversity are preserved and humanity prevails over these divisive forces.
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