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In India, the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) and its allied Hindutva organizations have crafted an image of themselves as cultural and patriotic bodies. In reality, their work and ideology have proved poisonous for the secular and democratic foundations of the country. The communal hatred spread by these organizations has resulted in the assassination of Mahatma Gandhi, continuous communal riots, attacks on minorities, attempts to inject venom into education and history, open statements against the Indian Constitution and democracy, and a casteist and anti-women ideology. Alongside this, there is evidence of conspiracies to infiltrate institutions like the army, police and judiciary. Let us examine these aspects one by one, with facts.

The Role of the RSS in Gandhi’s Assassination and the Ban on It

On 30 January 1948, the nation was shaken when Mahatma Gandhi was assassinated by Nathuram Godse. Godse and his associates openly described themselves as hardcore “Hindu nationalists”. Immediately after Gandhi’s assassination, the government banned the RSS. In the government’s ban order dated 4 February 1948, it was clearly stated that RSS members had deviated from their declared “cultural” objectives and had taken part in violent acts such as arson, dacoity and murder; they had collected illegal arms and, through secret pamphlets, had urged people to adopt terrorist methods, gather weapons, spread rebellion against the government and incite the police and army.

The then Home Minister Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, who initially had a soft corner for the RSS, was also forced to accept that the role of the organization in the mass killings of Muslims after Partition was indefensible. In a letter written on 11 September 1948 to the RSS chief M. S. Golwalkar, Patel rebuked him sharply, saying that “to organize the Hindus and help them is one thing, but to take revenge for their sufferings on innocent and helpless men, women and children is quite another”. This is why the government declared the RSS an unlawful organization and banned its activities.

To get this ban lifted, the RSS made a so-called surrender before those in power. In his talks with Sardar Patel, Golwalkar promised in writing that the RSS would adopt a written constitution and renounce violence and secrecy. Only after this, in July 1949, was the ban withdrawn. However, these conditions proved to be a mere deception. Soon after the ban was lifted, the Sangh Parivar created its political arm, the Bharatiya Jana Sangh (and later the BJP), a party that functioned from behind the scenes under the RSS’s directions. After Gandhi’s assassination the RSS remained subdued for a while, but its ideology did not change. The same extremist mindset that had taken Gandhi’s life continued to be reflected in the future actions of the Sangh Parivar.

Communal Riots and Attacks on Minorities

After Gandhi’s assassination, the cycle of communal riots in the country did not stop. From time to time, RSS-inspired aggressive Hindutva continued to unleash attacks on minorities. Sardar Patel himself admitted that during Partition, RSS volunteers engaged in revenge violence even against innocent Muslim women and children in Punjab and Delhi.

This pattern continued in later years. The 2002 Gujarat pogrom is its most horrific example, when the state government (ruled by the BJP) allowed organized violence against the Muslim community to take place. As described in one editorial of that time: “Daughters were gang-raped in front of their fathers, then their heads were smashed. Petrol was poured over their fathers and they were burnt alive. Their property was looted, their businesses destroyed, and the police stood by and watched.” This heart-rending description shows how systematic the carnage was and how organizations linked to the RSS family were involved.

After the Modi government came to power, attacks on the Christian minority also increased. Senior IPS officer Julio Ribeiro wrote in 2015 in anguish: “Today, at the age of 86, I feel threatened in my own country… Is it a coincidence or a deliberate plan that a small and peaceful community (Christians) has been targeted right after the BJP government came to power? ‘Ghar Wapsi’, declaring Christmas as Good Governance Day, attacks on churches and schools in Delhi – all this has surrounded us and made us feel unsafe.” Similarly, RSS leader Rajeshwar Singh openly declared: “Our goal is to make India a Hindu Rashtra by 2021. Muslims and Christians have no right to live here… either they will be converted to Hinduism or driven out of the country.” Such statements further fuelled Hindutva violence.

Under the leadership of the Sangh Parivar, minorities were targeted in riots such as Muzaffarnagar (2013) and Delhi (2020) across the country. The pattern is similar each time: first, a wave of poisonous propaganda, then provocative actions, and then planned mob attacks. Leaders like Golwalkar have, for decades, incited their cadre by branding Muslims as “internal enemies”. Addressing RSS workers in Bengaluru in 1960, Golwalkar claimed without any evidence that “from Delhi to Rampur, Muslims are stockpiling arms as part of a dangerous conspiracy and are only waiting for the right opportunity”. By spreading such lies, they create fear and hatred among ordinary Hindus against minorities and prepare the ground for riots.

The RSS mouthpiece Organizer went so far as to demand in September 1947 that all Muslims in Delhi be sent to Pakistan, warning that if they were not expelled there would be “serious trouble again”. It is clear that from the time of Partition and Independence, the stand of the RSS has been to incite communal violence rather than to maintain peace.

Attempts to Inject Communal Poison into Education and History

From the very beginning, Hindutva organizations have tried to reshape Indian history and school curricula according to their communal agenda. Textbooks used in Vidya Bharati schools associated with the RSS have long been notorious for portraying Muslim rulers as looters and tyrants and for presenting ancient Hindu culture in highly exaggerated, glorified terms.

After coming to power recently, they began to directly interfere with official curricula as well. For example, in 2023 the National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) removed several important facts from history and political science textbooks. In the Class 12 book, the sentence stating that “Hindu extremists were so angry at Gandhi’s steadfast efforts for Hindu-Muslim unity that they made several attempts on his life” was deleted, as was the sentence that “Hindu extremists disliked Gandhi because he opposed the idea of revenge and the notion that India should be a country of Hindus only”. Most alarming, all references to the ban on the RSS after Gandhi’s assassination were also removed. References to the 2002 Gujarat violence were deleted from textbooks. Even the writings of Dalit author Omprakash Valmiki were removed from Class 7 books. These changes form part of an RSS-driven saffronisation of history whose aim is to teach students a distorted past, one that erases the contribution and suffering of minorities and promotes Hindutva politics.

Nor is this attempt to twist history new. During textbook revisions in California, USA, RSS-aligned diaspora groups deployed similar tactics. They tried to erase references to caste-based discrimination and Dalit struggles, and insisted that a Brahminical reading of Hinduism be presented as historical truth. Harvard professor Michael Witzel and 47 other scholars from across the world opposed these changes. In a letter to the state education board they wrote that the changes demanded by Hindutva groups were “religio-political rather than academic in nature” and that the hidden agenda was to present a version of history that suits these extremists. The point is that the RSS and its allied organizations want to use education and history to spread their communal poison – sometimes by erasing facts from textbooks, sometimes by teaching falsehoods in their own schools. This is a dangerous conspiracy to plant seeds of communal division in the minds of coming generations.

Toxic Rhetoric against the Indian Constitution, Democracy and Secularism

From the outset, RSS ideology has rejected India’s secular, democratic Constitution. The second Sarsanghchalak, Golwalkar, dismissed the Indian Constitution as a “mere hodgepodge of Western ideas”. According to him, there was “nothing of our own” in it because it was simply a compilation of borrowed elements from various foreign constitutions. The English-language RSS organ Organizer, in its 30 November 1949 editorial, openly mocked the new Constitution and lamented that it did not grant any place to the ancient “Indian” code of law, namely the Manusmriti. Organizer wrote: “The worst thing about the new Constitution is that it has absolutely no trace of Indianness… Our constitutional pundits have borrowed provisions from British, American, Canadian, Swiss and other constitutions, but not even a particle of the ancient Indian constitution has been mentioned. The laws of Manu were written long before Lycurgus of Sparta or Solon of Persia, and even today the world admires and instinctively follows the provisions of Manusmriti. Yet for our Constitution-makers it has no value at all.”

From the very beginning, the RSS wanted the constitution of independent India to be based on a religion-based “Hindu Rashtra” rather than modern democratic values. In other words, they wanted Manusmriti to replace the Constitution.

Leaders of the Sangh Parivar openly advocate that India should be declared a Hindu nation instead of a secular republic. In the pledge administered to every RSS volunteer, he swears to dedicate his life to “the upliftment of our sacred Hindu religion, society and culture” in order to make India great. Loyalty is thus pledged not primarily to the Republic and its citizens, but to Hindu religion and culture. For the RSS, the nation is identical with the Hindu community, not with the constitutional framework that grants equal rights to people of all religions and castes.

The ideological mentor of the RSS, V. D. Savarkar, bluntly stated that only those people form part of the nation whose religious heroes, festivals and life-values arise from Hindu culture. By this yardstick, Muslims and Christians are “foreigners”. It is this toxic thinking that has led RSS leaders even to insult the Indian tricolour. Shortly before Independence, the 17 July 1947 issue of Organizer argued that the national flag should not be something acceptable to “all communities”. Instead, it declared that “only Hindus constitute the nation in Hindustan, therefore the flag must symbolize only the Hindu nation”. This statement was a direct challenge to India’s multi-religious fabric.

The Constitution, the national flag, the national anthem – all symbols of our secular national unity – have been targets of RSS propaganda. In Golwalkar’s book Bunch of Thoughts, an entire chapter titled “Internal Threats” brands Muslims, Christians and communists as enemies of the country. The book repeatedly expresses deep contempt for the Indian state and Constitution, and even insults the tricolour. In truth, for the RSS, the present Constitution and democracy are obstacles that must be removed in order to establish Hindu rule. All the RSS documents and statements – from the editorials of 1947 to speeches made in the 21st century – bear witness to this poisonous mindset.

Anti-Dalit (Casteist) Ideology

The RSS claims to represent all of Hindu society, but in its so-called “Hindu Rashtra” there is no place for equality. Its ideology is rooted in Manuwadi (Brahminical) orthodoxy, which has for centuries kept Dalits and Shudras at the lowest rung of the social order. For the Sangh, “Hindu culture” effectively means the injunctions of Manusmriti, which declares the four varnas (Brahmin, Kshatriya, Vaishya, Shudra) to be divinely ordained and unchangeable.

Golwalkar, the second Sarsanghchalak, clearly stated that “the caste system is the soul of the Hindu nation”. Citing the Purusha Sukta of the Vedas, he claimed that Hindu society is the cosmic body of God in which Brahmins are the mouth, Kshatriyas the arms, Vaishyas the thighs and Shudras the feet – and that these four classes together form the nation. In his words, “this four-tier order is the heart of the Hindu people’s concept of the Supreme Being (Virat Purusha) and is the basic element of our idea of the nation.” From this, it is clear that the RSS treats caste discrimination as a divine command and seeks to legitimize it.

The Manusmriti, which the RSS holds in such high regard, contains deeply inhuman regulations regarding Dalits and Shudras. For example, as per Manu, the sole duty of a Shudra is to “serve the three upper varnas humbly”. If a Shudra speaks insultingly to a twice-born (dwija) person, “his tongue should be cut out”. If he arrogantly attempts to teach religion to a Brahmin, “boiling oil should be poured into his mouth and ears”. Even if a person of a lower caste dares to sit on a seat equal to that of a higher caste person, the king should “brand his thighs with hot iron and banish him from the country, or have his buttocks torn apart” (Manusmriti VIII/281). By contrast, even if a Brahmin commits all kinds of crimes, Manu says he must not be given the death penalty; instead he is to be exiled with his body left intact. These examples show how filled with hatred against Dalits the Manusmriti is.

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar therefore publicly burnt copies of the Manusmriti during the Mahad Satyagraha on 25 December 1927 and declared that day Manusmriti Dahan Diwas. Ambedkar made it clear that scriptures saturated with such casteism could never form the basis of the Constitution of a free India. Yet the RSS continues to revere the laws of Manu. When the Modi government recently awarded the Gandhi Peace Prize to Gita Press, which publishes the Manusmriti and many similar texts, it was in effect conferring honour on the very Manuwadi ideology that regards Dalits as less than human.

RSS volunteers openly justify the exploitation of Dalits. For them, practices like untouchability and strict caste hierarchy are “integral parts” of Hindu culture that must not be tampered with. This anti-Dalit mindset is visible in their actions as well. In cases of atrocities against Dalits, such as the Una flogging incident or the institutional murder of Rohith Vemula, people associated with the Sangh are often seen siding with the accused rather than the victims. In short, the Hindutva ideology of the RSS is built on Brahminical dominance in which Dalits and Adivasis are not even considered fully human, let alone equal. This is a grave crime against humanity because it seeks to keep a large section of India’s population enslaved for ages in the name of religious tradition.

Anti-Women Ideology

The outlook of the RSS toward women is equally regressive and violent. In the Manusmriti, women are described as inherently subordinate beings: “Day and night a woman must remain under the control of men; in childhood under her father, in youth under her husband and in old age under her son – a woman is never fit for independence.” According to Manu, women are naturally full of “lust, anger, deceit and malice”, so strict control over them is necessary. Ideas of education, independence or equality for women simply do not arise in the Manu-centric worldview. The RSS upholds this very Manuwadi principle as its ideal. That is why its literature confines women to the role of “housewife and mother”, dependent on men. The women’s wing of the Sangh (the Rashtriya Sevika Samiti) too trains women mainly for traditional domestic roles. The notions of women’s freedom, careers or equal participation in politics have almost no place in RSS ideology.

There are many publications associated with the RSS that are steeped in misogyny. For example, in Swami Ramsukhdas’s book “How Women Should Lead a Household Life”, even violence against women is justified. The book advises women to spend their entire day serving their husbands and families, never to oppose them, and if a husband beats his wife, she should treat it as the will of God and endure it. Such ideas are in direct violation of the Indian Penal Code, yet publishers like Gita Press (recently honoured by the government) freely print and sell such books.

RSS platforms have repeatedly been used to issue anti-women statements. It is common to hear leaders object to girls wearing jeans, using mobile phones or working outside the home. The root of this mindset is the belief that a woman is the property of a man and an object of pleasure, not an autonomous human being with dignity.

This ideology has greatly damaged the social fabric. Even today, when the country speaks of gender equality, RSS thinkers keep throwing obstacles in the way. Sometimes they oppose reservations for women, at other times they blame women themselves for crimes like rape (on the basis of their clothing or behaviour). In sum, RSS discourse on women is shaped by a medieval mentality that seeks to deprive Indian women of the rights granted to them by the Constitution. This ideology is an attack on the human rights of half of India’s population.

Conspiracies to Infiltrate the Army, Police and Judiciary

In a democracy, it is crucial that institutions like the army, police and judiciary remain impartial. Yet the RSS has long sought to extend its influence into these institutions. Soon after Independence, the Government of India realized that the RSS was functioning like a secret organization with no formal membership rolls or records, and that its workers were trying to infiltrate all spaces under various guises.

In March 1948, Dr. Rajendra Prasad wrote to Sardar Patel warning him that “the RSS people are planning major mischief. They have made plans to send some persons disguised as Muslims to attack Hindus, and some disguised as Hindus to attack Muslims, so that riots break out on both sides.” This letter shows how the RSS was hatching conspiracies to spark communal violence through disguises and false-flag attacks. Similarly, the first Home Minister, Patel, wrote to Prime Minister Nehru that “it is very difficult to obtain solid information about the activities of a secret organization like the RSS, because they keep no written records.” In other words, a respectable front before the authorities and violent conspiracies behind the curtain – this has been the RSS’s modus operandi from the start.

The 1948 ban order itself acknowledged that RSS members had tried to incite disaffection even within the police and the army. The order stated that RSS activists were caught spreading propaganda among soldiers in order to create dissatisfaction and win over the police to their side. From Independence till today, many former RSS volunteers have risen to high positions in the army and police, and suspicion has lingered that they might act according to their ideological loyalties.

In recent years there have been numerous allegations, especially in BJP-ruled states, of partisan behaviour by the police in favour of particular organizations. The judiciary too has not been untouched. Some senior judges have appeared at RSS-linked events or accepted political posts after retirement, raising serious questions about the independence of the judiciary.

The long-term strategy of the RSS has been one of “institutional capture” – placing its sympathizers in education, administration, the army, the police, the courts and everywhere else. To please the RSS, the Modi government even revoked the 1966 government order that forbade government employees from participating in RSS activities. As a result, the RSS today functions almost like a state within a state. People associated with it are being appointed to policymaking bodies, universities, historical research councils, textbook committees and even intelligence agencies.

Former Army Chief General S. F. Rodrigues had to publicly say “keep the army away from politics” when RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat boasted that RSS workers could “prepare an army in three days”. All these examples show how the RSS seeks to penetrate every constitutional institution and impose its agenda. This trend is dangerous because it attempts to hollow out democracy from within.

Conclusion

The facts presented above make it clear that the RSS and its allied Hindutva organizations operate on a violent, divisive and anti-human agenda. From Gandhi’s assassination to recent riots, from rejecting the Constitution to justifying the oppression of Dalits and women, at every front they have attacked the core values of India. Those who call themselves nationalists have in reality emerged as the biggest enemies of India’s pluralistic national dream.

The time has come for people to wake up and recognize this fascist ideology which spreads hate and violence under the cover of religion and culture. If India is to remain committed to unity, integrity and democracy, then the communal politics of the Sangh must be firmly resisted. These facts and pieces of evidence warn us that the legacy of Gandhi’s killers has today reached the very peak of power – it must be exposed and stopped.
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