Self-Reflection of a Conscious Indian Citizen Inspired by the Ideas of Sam Pitroda, the Pioneer of India’s Information Revolution*

*Pratap Saharan*

*Where Do We Stand?*

*War, Technology, Data and Humanity – The Cry of a Sensitive Indian Mind*

Whenever a sensitive Indian citizen sees the real picture of this country, a deep ache arises in their mind. There is pride, but there is also pain. There are dreams, but there are also questions. This article is a mirror of those questions and that ache.

*The Madness of War and the Crisis of Humanity*

Turn the pages of human history – in every era, in every empire, the largest portion of the budget has always been spent on war. Whether it is the Roman Empire, the British Raj, or modern nation-states – cannons, arrows, bombs, and now drones. The form of weapons has changed, but the hunger for violence has not.

*The Truth of History*

Britain once spent up to 75% of its total budget on war. France spent up to 89–93%. Today, about 7% of the world’s budget goes into defense, but this number is rising again.

From Ukraine to West Asia and countless other regions, defense budgets are increasing again across the world. And in India too, we say – we need fighter jets worth thousands of crores, we need missiles. But whom do we want to fight? Can we not live as friends with our neighbors?

This race to build weapons increases murders on the streets, brings violence into schools, and breaks families. The soldier who goes to fight is the son of the poor; no one from wealthy households goes to the army.

*We Must Move Beyond the Mindset of Scarcity*

For centuries, human thinking has been this – wealth in the world is limited. To win, you must take from others. The British East India Company looted India. Europeans reached America, drove out the natives, brought slaves from Africa, and became a superpower.

But today? Today technology has changed everything. Today’s era is not an “economy of scarcity” but an “economy of abundance.” Whatever is needed can be produced. Then what is this fight about?

To become powerful, war is not needed.
Colonialism is not needed.
Slavery is not needed.

What is needed is equality, democracy, and non-violence.

This is not an old or naive idea. This is the truth that Mahatma Gandhi told, and which the world did not listen to then, and still does not. But every time we choose the path of violence, we return to the same point.

“Violence has no end – non-violence is the only answer.”
– The legacy of Mahatma Gandhi

*India’s Diversity – A Blessing for the World*

When the world needs a new path, India has a unique answer, and that is its diversity. Different languages, dances, music, poetry, food, festivals, culture, colors, smells, touch – all of this lives together on one land.

Many countries in the world live in uniformity. Countries like Japan still do not embrace immigration. But India’s diversity is the greatest blessing for human civilization. The world should learn from it.

India’s tradition of joint families – uncles, aunts, siblings, neighbors – the sense of mutual respect within it formed a social fabric. Today, as families are breaking, violence is increasing.
Our roots were our strength.

*Data – The New Gold, But Who Owns It?*

We think WhatsApp is free, Facebook is free. But nothing is free. When you are on them, you are giving your data, and that data is being sold.

*The Mathematics of Data*

Facebook has about 2 billion users. Out of them, 500 million are Indians. This means Indians have added 500 billion dollars to their capital – what did we get in return? Zero.

Your shopping data is with Chinese companies. Your health data and travel data are with American companies. And what does India have of its own? Millions of books – Gujarati, Tamil, Bengali, Marathi, Hindi – none have been digitized yet.

Tamil medical systems, Tamil history, Tamil literature – not in databases.
Folk arts, folk songs, traditional knowledge – still outside the digital world.
Gujarati, Marathi, Assamese, Telugu – where is AI in these languages?

Until India builds its own database, the use of AI will also remain based on Western thinking. The answers we get will reflect their world, not our ground reality.

*AI – A Blessing or a Threat?*

Artificial Intelligence has changed the world. Work has become easier. Healthcare can improve. Education can reach more people. But there is also a deep question.

AI naturally moves toward centralization, and centralization leads to command and control. But a healthy society needs dialogue, cooperation, participation, and co-creation.

AI should work at the district level – not for global control.

The problem of a farmer in Bolangir, Odisha should be solved using Bolangir’s data, not Silicon Valley algorithms.

And think about this – no matter how advanced technology becomes, if a poor tribal person has to dig up his sister’s body to go to a bank, what kind of development are we talking about?

*A Real Incident That Shames Us*

*The Story of Jeetu Mandal*

In Odisha’s Kanjhar district, a tribal man, Jeetu Mandal. His sister passed away. There were only ₹19,400 in her bank account. He was the only surviving relative.

For two months, he kept going to banks and offices. Bring documents, bring certificates, bring inheritance proof. No one listened to his pain.

Finally, he did what he was forced to do – he dug up his sister’s grave, lifted the body on his shoulders, and walked three kilometers in the scorching heat to reach the bank. Only then, within two hours, he received the money.

This shame belongs to all of us – to this system, to this insensitivity.

*Rules for the Poor, No Rules for the Rich*

There is a cruel irony in our system – if someone needs to be troubled, there are rules and procedures. If someone needs help, there are rules and procedures. But the rich? They can bypass any rule.

Remember ATMs – when they came, they were the most “socialist” tools. Whether a rich person withdraws ₹1 lakh or a poor person ₹100 – the machine treats both the same. That should be the real purpose of technology.

Remember STD/PCO booths? A villager once said –
“Sir, when my father died, we had to send 30 people by bus to inform relatives. When my mother died, I went to an STD booth and made 34 calls.”
This is the real power of technology – when it changes lives at the grassroots.

*Youth Energy – Beyond Cricket and Bollywood*

India’s youth lack no talent. There is energy, enthusiasm, intelligence. But where is this energy going? Watching cricket matches, following Bollywood news, engaging in political gossip.

Every young person wants to go global, study at Harvard, work in big banks. But first look at your district.

Are your ponds clean?
Do your schools have enough teachers?
What is the real problem of farmers – ask them.

Your district’s water – how much is there, where is it, how clean is it?
What is the condition of small dams and ponds?
Schools, libraries, health centers – how functional are they?

Until district-level problems are solved using district-level people, data, and AI, development will remain for the top, not for the bottom.

*Water – The Most Valuable Yet Most Neglected Resource*

After air, the most essential thing is water. Only 1% of the world’s water is drinkable; the rest is either sea or ice. And we do not even care.

India has done significant work – national water portals, testing labs, satellite mapping, arsenic and fluoride removal plants. This existed on paper and on the ground. But if linked with AI, the picture can change.

Before planning water in a village, one must know how much water a cow drinks, a bull drinks, a goat drinks. Without this knowledge, how will planning happen? Without data, policy is like shooting arrows in the dark.

*United Nations, Global Institutions – and Their Failure*

When the United Nations, World Bank, and IMF were formed, if Gandhian thinking had been kept at the center, the world would be different today. But that did not happen.

Western thinkers got all media coverage. Gandhian thinking was dismissed as “outdated.”

Whether it is war in Ukraine or West Asia, the United Nations has no impact. The Security Council exists – but what has it done?

Until Eastern philosophy – Gandhian thought, compassion, non-violence – becomes part of global dialogue, there will be no peace.

*What Should We Do Now?*

National highways do not impress us. Shiny trains do not impress us. Until the lives of people like Jeetu Mandal change, we cannot say we have developed.

To be a conscious, sensitive, and responsible Indian citizen means to look beyond one’s own life. To understand your district. To preserve your language, culture, and data. And instead of becoming a follower of any political party, to think like a human being.

We have talent.
We have energy.
We have diversity.

We only need direction, sensitivity, and willpower.

*“Until the lives of people at the base of the economic pyramid improve, we cannot truly stand up to the definition of development.”*

This article is written not from any political ideology, but from the pain and hope of a conscious Indian citizen.

*“Saying ‘Bharat Mata ki Jai’ is fine, but first improve the lives of all her children.”*

