The Pulse of Bengal: A Logical Analysis of Record Voting from a Political-Social Perspective*

[image: ✍️] *Pratap Saharan*

The soil of Bengal has always been fertile ground for political consciousness. Voters here do not merely cast ballots, they write history. What happened on April 23, 2026, in the first phase of the West Bengal Assembly elections is not just an electoral statistic, it is the roar of a collective mandate. A record-breaking 91.78% turnout was recorded in the first phase, the highest voting percentage in the country since independence. This time, after the Special Intensive Revision (SIR?) of the electoral roll, out of a total of 34.4 million voters, around 31.1 million exercised their franchise, expressing deep commitment to democracy.

To uncover the layers behind this historic voting, we must take a comprehensive look at Bengal’s political journey over the past two decades.

*The Decline of the Left and the Unexpected Rise of the BJP*

Numbers speak the clearest language in understanding Bengal’s political trajectory. In 2006, when the Left Front won 176 seats with over 50% of the vote, the BJP secured only about 2% votes and not a single seat. In 2011, the wave led by Mamata Banerjee dismantled this seemingly invincible Left fortress. The TMC won 184 seats, yet the BJP remained confined to just 4%. In 2016, the BJP reached 10%, and by 2021, with a 38% vote share, it won 77 seats, emerging as the principal opposition force in Bengal.

This rise is as surprising as it is intriguing. How did the working-class population of Bengal, which had long supported Left ideology, come to stand behind the BJP, a party representing capitalism? The answer lies in a stubborn political instinct within the Bengali psyche that may be described as “making the enemy of one’s enemy a friend.” When Mamata Banerjee displaced the Left from power, a section of its traditional working-class supporters turned toward the BJP in opposition to her, aligning with a party that was ideologically their natural adversary.

However, this working-class voter base is inherently humanistic, justice-oriented, and self-respecting. At decisive moments, it cannot consistently align against its own class interests with its natural ideological opponent, and this truth has manifested in the record voting of 2026.

*SIR Conspiracy: An Attack on Voting Rights*

The most controversial chapter of this election is the process of Special Intensive Revision (SIR). After a record 9.083 million names were deleted from the voter list, the total electorate in West Bengal dropped from 76.6 million to 67.7 million.

Of the 9.082 million voters removed, nearly 57% belong to 10 districts bordering Bangladesh, and about 70% of them are Muslims. This statistic raises a serious question in itself: has a constitutional process become a tool to exclude specific communities from the electoral process?

In Nandigram as well, 95% of those whose names were removed are Muslims. An ASHA worker, Jilloo Nahar Mollah, whose name was present in the voter list in 2002, also found her name deleted. She described it as severe harassment for herself and her family. There are countless such faces bearing the brunt of this process.

Serious questions are being raised over the decision to exclude more than 2.7 million voters. These are not individuals who were removed due to death, migration, or unavailability. They had the right to appeal for inclusion, but in the haste, this right remained unfulfilled.

This seemingly unconstitutional process created a simmering unease among Bengal’s working-class and minority voters. That very unease surfaced as the massive crowds seen at polling booths on April 23.

*The Humayun Kabir Sting: The Game Exposed*

In a controversial video, a prominent Bengal BJP leader, Humayun Kabir, was allegedly heard discussing bargaining with the BJP. The exposure of this alleged attempt to divide Muslim votes triggered a political storm across Bengal.

Analyst Maidul Islam says that minority voters are not standing behind the TMC out of enthusiasm, but out of “fear.” They believe that if the vote gets divided, it will directly benefit the BJP. According to Imam Maulana Mohammad Shafiq Qasmi, Muslim voters would not want to “waste” their votes on smaller parties that cannot directly challenge communal forces.

This political awareness became the source of a wave of unity that created new history in the first phase of polling.

*Three Lakh Personnel: Security or Occupation?*

This time, the security arrangement in West Bengal reached an unprecedented scale. On the instructions of the Election Commission, around 3,000 companies, approximately 300,000 personnel, were deployed, far more than in previous elections.

For comparison, around 100,000 central forces were deployed in last year’s Bihar Assembly elections. Even in a sensitive region like Jammu and Kashmir, such large-scale deployment is not usually seen.

The TMC alleges that the heavy deployment of central forces and their mode of operation differ from normal electoral processes. According to the party, the level of security has turned the state into something resembling a “military zone.”

Some observers also believe that the stance of the Chief Election Commissioner appears more like that of a political entity than the head of a constitutional institution.

Even the Election Commission’s orders reflected a class bias. In all 152 assembly constituencies of the first phase, the use of motorcycles or scooters was prohibited between 6 PM and 6 AM, and even during the day, pillion riding was not allowed. This contradiction, where two-wheelers, the primary mode of transport for the working class, were restricted while four-wheelers were allowed, did not go unnoticed by the people of Bengal.

The working-class population of Bengal interpreted this unprecedented security deployment as a forced attempt to assert control over the state, and this very interpretation drove millions of voters to polling stations.

*Mamata’s Real Weapon: Ground-Level Booth Management*

Against such vast and multi-layered forces, the biggest strength of the TMC is its booth-level organization, similar to what the BJP possesses in North Indian states. In rural Bengal, schemes like “Lakshmi Bhandar,” under which financial assistance is being directly provided to 22.1 million women in the state, are proving to be major game-changers.

From early morning, a unique enthusiasm was visible among voters. Despite the intense heat, long queues were seen at polling booths. Within the first two hours itself, 18.76% voting had already taken place. Birbhum district topped the state with 92.8% turnout, while districts like Cooch Behar and Jhargram also crossed 92%.

This turnout is not just a number, it is evidence of the mass awakening that arises when a society feels that its rights are under threat.

*A Public Verdict in an Unequal Battle*

Mamata Banerjee succeeded in conveying to her voters that this time their contest is not with an ordinary opposition party, but with a massive force comprising the central government, the entire machinery of the Election Commission, and the support of the judiciary. Political experts view this record voting as a sign of increasing polarization and active public participation in the state. The ruling TMC sees it as a result of public anger generated against the SIR, while the opposition BJP considers it an indication of impending political change.

Bengal’s electoral history shows that sometimes record voting leads to the fall of governments, and at other times it increases the seat share of the ruling party. Therefore, it would be premature to conclude whom higher voting favors. However, what is certain is that the people of Bengal have demonstrated extraordinary political awareness this time.

*Conclusion: The Soul of Bengal Speaks*

The record voting in the first phase of the West Bengal Assembly elections 2026 is not merely an electoral event. It is an expression of a consciousness that awakens when a historically and politically aware society feels that its constitutional rights, identity, and autonomy are under attack from multiple directions.

Attempts to remove millions of valid voters through SIR, the exposed conspiracy to divide Muslim votes, the deployment of 300,000 paramilitary personnel, selective restrictions on two-wheelers, all these together shook Bengal’s working-class population. And when people are shaken in such a manner, they stand in long queues at polling booths, in scorching heat, waiting for hours, to protect their democratic rights.

The soil of Bengal has once again proven that its people can be intimidated, but not silenced. On May 4, when the results are declared, it will become clear in which direction this mandate flows. But this record turnout has already ensured one thing: the soul of Bengal is alive, and it is still fighting.

The second phase of polling in Bengal will take place on April 29, and the counting of votes will be held on May 4, 2026.
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